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A FOND FAREWELL
IIEverything we are today is built on the self effacing public service of these men and
women who went before. As we enter the most exciting and demanding period of our
professional lives we salute them and their proud heritage,"
Mike Handy, acting chief executive, East Midlands Ambulance Trust

AT THE birth of the NHS in 1948, Nottinghamshire h~Ci two 1'/2 d an hour for those with a first aid qualification.
ambulance services - City and County. The cream ambulances of the City service didn't cross the

The County had 21 stations throughout Nottinghamshire, with city boundaries, and their original station was Cartergate Bus
a fleet of 'clipper blue' ambulances. Its chief was Fred Jolley. De~ot - they parked alongside the buses: Stationswere later

Basic pay for a 48 hour week was £4 14s, with anJextra •. opened at Carlton Road, Guildhall, Beechdale, and Wilford.

County got its first radio system in 1952, with the
chairman of the County Council broadcasting the
first message. City followed suit in 1953. The
photo shows the Cartergate radio control room in
the early 1950s.

The role of ambulance staff on the road
was much less sophisticate9-then. Many
were drivers, not attendants. Above,
some County staff are presented with
safe driving awards at Beeston Station.

Left, staff are pictured in 1948 with an
ambulance car at West Bridgford
station.

First aid training was done at night
class at the St Johns Ambulance
Huntingdon Street school or at the
Nottingham Albert Hall. Staff

received an extra 1/6d a week if they became
first aid trainers.
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In 1991 Jim Leggat (left) tested the new uniform for
crews. He's pictured with Stapleford's Steve Lees
to whom a massive thank you goes for researching
the photos and information for this article. Steve is
also- a member of the Nottinghamshire Ambulance
Vehicle Preservation Society.
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In 1974 Nottinghamshire had its
first merger when the two
services amalgamated to form

Fred Jolley left the service and .j

Frank Wilkinson, an ex City
ambulance driver, became chief.
All control rooms were

subesquently closed down and
centralised at 8eechdale Road
(left).
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, staff from as far back as the 1970s turned up,
including one now working for Kent Ambulance Service and one
from Gloucester.
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Davidls Heroes
SIX men who saved a workmate from paralysis have
received a Notts Ambulance Friend in Need award.

David Taylor was working at Griffin Freight in Retford
when he was struck by a half tonne drum of.steel.rope.

He was left half-seated and with severe head, back
and leg injuries and with great pain in his lower back. His
workma,tes realised the seriousness of his situation, and
held hirnjup to support his back, rather than lying him

IW"th I Ih' " ". I down. This saved, I OU elr comml en him \from possible

10 David, Ihe ~utcomecould ~~:Irsi~im~! his

have been so dillerentl ~nek~OW~avi~ ~:~
displaced a spinal vertebra and was in danger of
severing his spinal cord.

They also blocked his view of the injuries, gave him
constant reassurance and helped the Worksop crew,
Paul Kelley and Mark Caudwell.

Paul said- "They didn't panic at all and followed our
instructions to the letter. Without their commitment to
David, the outcome could have been so different. .

"It's important that people with'. back injuries aren't trom Retford TImes
unnecessarily moved, as it may cause more severe and life threatening damage."
Tim Griffin, managing director of Griffin Freight Services said: ',~'m really proud of my staff -

they reacted marvellously in a frightening situation." ..
The men were Richard Burton, Chris Middleton, John Dobson,' Ron Wilson, Michael Griffin

and Tim Griffin.

Plan lor a
healthy lile

ALL staff should by now have received a
new booklet, 'The NHS Home Healthcare
Guide'.

It contains information on first aid and a
plan for healthy living, as well as home
treatments for various illnesses and a
contact list for assistance. There are
sections on aches and pains, respiratory
problems, allergies, digestive and bowel
complaints, tiredness and anaemia,
skin and hair problems. Ear and eye
complaints, common infant and child
illnesses, women's health and men's-
health are also covered.

It also contains advice on what
should be kept in a home first aid and
medicine kit. It's a must for every

household. More copies should be available
soon for distribution at PR events.
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New drivers
NOTTS ambulance is
currently recruiting
drivers for a fleet of
ambulance cars.
The fleet will provide

car transport for non-
emergency walking case
patients.

This service, provided
by volunteer drivers and
supplemented by taxis
has always had clear
benefits, but there have
been concerns over level
of care in taxis.
The new fleet is aimed

at reducing the need for'
taxis in the Nottingham
area, and 'will be rolled
out to other areas if
successful.

Loyalsarvars
LONG service awards and
good conduct medals have
been presented to seven
staff.

They have each been with
the service for 20 years. The
staff were Peter Buckley,
Terry Whooton, Mark
Edwards,· Steven ~es, Mick
Drewitt, Jean Cragg and Paul
Clark.

Lord Lieutenant Andrew
Buchanan presented the
awards at the evening held at
his Hodstock Priory home.
Many thanks go to Andrew
and his wife for their kind
hospitality and a most
enjoyable evening.

Miaow·do
they do it?

KIND hearted' 'Kings Mill
station staff have now raised
over £250 for the Warsop Cat
Protection League Shelter.

Station officer Kevin
Charles said: "We raise the
money with regular discos,
and we hope to go on
donating.

"We came up with the idea
when crews realised how
many cats end up in shelters
when their elderly owners go
into hospital.
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